
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title:   Unit 2:  World Landmarks 
 
Unit Designers: Grade 3 Team 
 
Level(s): Grade 3 

 
Time Span: 8 weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
 
Summary of Unit:   
Students will gain a global understanding of how landmarks represent physical features of a culture 
whether it is natural or man-made.  They will be able to describe the impact geographical features have on 
various cultures. 
 
 
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
MLR – Chapter 132 
Geography 
D.2. Individual, Cultural, International, and Global Connections in Geography:  Students 
understand geographic aspects of unity and diversity in the community, Maine, and regions of the United 
States and the world, including Maine Native American communities.  

a. Identify examples of how geographic features unify communities and regions as well as support 
diversity. 

b. Describe impacts of geographic features on the daily life of various cultures, including Maine 
Native Americans and other cultures in the United States and the world. 

 
 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 

Know that maps have specific features that aid in helping you read them. 
Know that geography is the study of Earth’s surface and people. 
Know that maps are visual representation of places. 
Know what “features” mean. 
 
Skills: 
Read maps 
Draw representations of what they see. 
Create a simple map of a specific place. 

 
 
 
 
Enduring Understandings: 
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Geography is the science that focuses on the question of “where”. 
 

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
How do landmarks reflect the history of the area? 
Why do humans use the landmarks to orient themselves to time, place, and space?  
 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 

Know that landmarks represent physical features of a culture. 
Know that landmarks are natural or man-made. 
 
Skills: 
Indentify important landmarks and their specific locations. 
Describe landmarks as man-made or natural. 

 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings?  
Read and discuss informational data on landmarks. 
Present posters, projects, and written materials to class. 
Choose specific landmark to research and do written project based on data. 
 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Shared reading of informational text 
Shared writing of persuasive writing 
Instructional/interactive read alouds  
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Independent study 
Study landmarks of a certain region and share 
Design a PowerPoint of landmarks 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
LCD projector for presentations 
Videos of famous landmarks 
 
Instructional Resources: 
www.googleearth.com 
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/kids 
“National Geographic Kids” 
Oral Presentations 
Visits to local museum/historical societies 
Personal Interviews  
Class discussions 
Artifacts 
Pictures 
National Geographic 
Videos 
  

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 
performance/product. 
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